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When Rev Annie invites you to put on your dirty boots and walk alongside her, you know this is going to be an immense, sometimes difficult read.
This sentence had me hooked straight away and drew me into the pages with my dirty boots on. Rev Annie had hooked me in ready to walk with her though the corridors of the prison.
The book tells of Rev Annie life which runs alongside her work in the prison. She expertly does that with humour, honesty and bravery. Her honesty is profound and shares life changing experiences with you the reader, that makes you revisit your childhood thinking would I have done different or that happened to me too. It makes you rethink situations especially the term through away the key because in this book you do get to rethink a lot of situations that would you change your thinking or responses.
Rev Annie certainly does open our eyes and hearts within the walls of the prison. Each chapter begins with a title and a profound quote that instantly draws you to read the chapters to understand the meaning and get gripped emotionally. You can tell reading her words how passionate she feels and you actually feel you are with her walking down the corridors, feeling the pain, compassion and sometimes sadness that was felt during her time there.
You read a chapter but then want to read another one because your on a journey within the walls, you want to know more and more and you get drawn in to the pages.
Rev Annie is brutally honest, this book does not shy away her experiences, her feelings or how she dealt with situations. This is the 21st Porridge but prison life is still brutal and its described so honestly, truthfully and Rev Annie is right, you do need dirty boots. This is reality of life in the prison and how the service is under huge pressure.
Each story that Rev Annie makes you gasp, question and cry because it gets you involved, it makes you question how you react, what would you do, do you agree. Every story, every situation, every piece of it. The heartbreak, the compassion, the humour and the complex life of many prisoners. How she writes with compassion, but with honesty talking about her experiences within walls that we are not privy to is extraordinary brutal but she always talks with hope.
Wagtail is a brilliant brave thought provoking read written by an equally brave author. Thank you Rev Annie for being brave honest and taking us on your journey within the walls of a prison. I definitely recommend to put your dirty boots on and take a walk with Rev Annie.

